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Abstract: The study assesses the role of parents and society in tackling truancy among secondary school 

students in Ede North Local Government Area in Osun State, Nigeria. The study also examines parental 

involvement in monitoring and supporting their children's school attendance. It assesses the impact of societal 

support and engagement in combating truancy and investigates the barriers and challenges faced by parents 

and society in addressing truancy. The study employs a descriptive survey design. The population of the study 

comprises all public secondary school students in the study area. All six public secondary schools were selected 

for study using the total enumeration sampling technique. A sample of 420 students was randomly selected. A 

self-designed questionnaire was used for data collection. The collected data were analysed using descriptive 

statistics. The findings show that 45.47% of parents monitored their children’s attendance. The study 

therefore concludes that parents and society-wide education programmes are needed to reduce truancy among 

secondary school students. 
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1. Introduction 

A number of stakeholders in education have expressed concern about the issue of student truancy in 

Nigeria’s public secondary schools. One of the local government areas in Nigeria where truancy is an issue 

is Ede North in Osun State. A child is considered truant if he or she frequently miss school without an 

excuse. The absence of students from school is known as truancy. Animasahun (2009) defines truancy as 

antisocial and delinquent behaviour. On the other hand, truancy is a prevalent problem in secondary 

schools and is believed to have an impact on students' academic achievement as well as their overall 

educational growth. According to the study of Van-Breda (2006), chronic tardiness to school can have a 

detrimental effect on students' academic performance. If left unchecked, it may also lead to major issues 

for these individuals in the future. 

However, the public recognises that schools are important in influencing children's attitudes, behaviours, 

and interests, in addition to transferring cultural norms, values, and traditions from one generation to the 

next. Despite this, some students do not seem to realise how important it is to be present in the classroom 

and to show up to class. There is proof that the school has a significant influence on the reported truancy 

behaviour.  
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Adewole (1998) discovered a direct correlation between truancy and work-to-rule policies, high student 

populations, insufficient teaching, improper use of corporal punishment, and peer pressure in the 

classroom. According to Kirk, Malcilm, Wilson, and Davidson (2003), teacher disapproval, boredom, 

bullying by coworkers, and test avoidance were the main reasons for truancy.  

According to Ubogu's (2004) research, institutional factors like poor administration, teachers' attitudes, 

and the high cost of education have an impact on school-related factors like illness, financial hardship, 

age, social class, and geographic location. Emore (2005) found that truancy behaviour was more common 

among female students than male students. They may assist with household chores, which could be the 

reason behind this. Although, efforts have been made by previous studies to address truancy among public 

secondary school students, a significant gap exists in understanding the pivotal role of parents and society 

in mitigating the truancy. This study seeks to address this oversight by investigating the impact of parental 

and societal involvement in combating truancy in Ede North Local Government Area of Osun State, 

Nigeria.  

1.1 Statement of the Problem 

Student truancy poses a significant concern for scholars and other stakeholders in Ede North Local 

Government Area of Osun State. Despite government initiatives to provide free education, many public 

secondary school students still engage in truancy, which may have negative impact on their academic 

performance. These students could also constitute nuisance to the society. This problem could have many 

different causes. Romer's (1993) research identified a number of factors that contribute to student’s truancy 

in school, including parental participation, negative school climate, anxiety, personality traits, phobias, 

race/ethnicity, learning difficulties, parental attitude, and family poverty. Additionally, Antiwi-Danson 

and Edet (2011) assert that bullying, ineffective teaching methods, interpersonal conflicts, dissatisfaction 

with the school, disciplinary actions taken by the school, and teachers' antagonistic attitudes are the main 

causes of students’ truancy behaviour. Some children's excuses for missing school included peer pressure 

and their socioeconomic status (Sarkodie, Ntow-Gyan, Bempong, & Saaka 2014). While many studies 

focus on truancy, few specifically address the combined roles of parents and society in Ede North LGA.  

This study therefore aims to address this gap by exploring the joint influence of parents and society on 

truancy behaviour, providing a more comprehensive understanding of this complex issue in the study area. 

1.2 Objective of the Study 

The primary objective of this research was to explore the influence of parents and society in tackling 

truancy among secondary school students in Ede North Local Government Area. Specifically, the study 

aims to: 

1. Examine the level of parental involvement in monitoring and supporting their children's school 

attendance; 

2. Assess the impact of societal factors, such as community support and engagement, on reducing 

truancy rates; and 

3. Investigate barriers and challenges faced by parents and society in addressing truancy. 

1.3 Research Questions 
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Three research questions were raised to guide the objectives of the study as follows: 

1. To what extent do parents involved in monitoring and supporting their children's school attendance? 

2. What is the impact of societal factors, such as community support and engagement, on reducing 

truancy rates among secondary school students in Ede North Local Government Area? 

3. What are the barriers and challenges faced by parents and society in addressing truancy in the 

region? 

2. Empirical Studies 

Robert (2007) found that truancy was linked to poor educational achievement. Chen and Lin (2008) 

propose that school attendance ought to be closely monitored, promoted, and enforced. Crede, Roch and 

Kieszczynka (2010) state in their own responses that regular attendance does not ensure academic success 

because many students may attend classes but not engage in any learning activities. They went on to advise 

that, in order to provide the greatest academic value, teachers and students needed to be actively involved 

in attending class. Research by Obemeata (1995) and Adeboyeje (2000) demonstrate that the physical 

surroundings of the school had a major effect on students' academic performance. 

According to the Fareo (2013) study, educators and school administrators should make sure that the 

physical environment of the school fosters positive working relationships between teachers and students. 

She further states that, in order to effectively manage students and improve academic performance, school 

administrators need to provide sufficient oversight over the maintenance and use of attendance records. In 

their study, Okwakpam and Okwakpam (2012) point out that school should guarantee that students have 

a conducive learning environment, as well as teaching and learning materials and qualified and committed 

individuals should be recruited. In addition, they contend that school guidance counsellors have a 

significant role to play in this area because of the significant impact their counselling services will have in 

assisting students in resolving their problems. Guidance counsellors in schools should offer various group 

counselling settings that can inspire young people to consider and assess the harms that come with being 

absent from school. Siziya, Muula, and Rudatsikira (2007) report that children who missed school had a 

history of engaging in risky sexual behaviour, abusing illicit drugs, abusing alcohol, and smoking 

cigarettes. Similarly, studies conducted by Brillingston (1998) and Ma'aruf (2005) reveal a significant 

correlation between the circumstances at home and chronic truancy without parental notice. 

Epstein (2001) highlights the importance of parental involvement in promoting student attendance. The 

report emphasises that parents must monitor their children and maintain communication with their schools 

in order to effectively combat truancy. Henry (2007) links family variables to truant behaviour; his 

research indicates that the lower the father's educational attainment, the higher the likelihood of truancy 

among students. He futher explains that the child was even more likely to miss school if the mother had 

dropped out of high school. The results of Epstein and Sheldon's (2002) study show that parents who 

regularly check on their children’ attendance at school and maintain open lines of communication with the 

institution can significantly lower truancy rates. According to Okwakpam and Okwakpam (2012), the 

home should have the expected effects on this truancy behaviour. They further state that parents ought to 

take a proactive role in ensuring the wellbeing of their wards and children. Parents should constantly keep 
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an eye on their children’ behaviour to see when they start to stray from their responsibilities, particularly 

when it comes to school. 

Furthermore, parents and society at large may find it challenging to effectively manage truancy due to 

socioeconomic factors like poverty and lack of educational resources (Currie, 2009). Community-based, 

behavioural, and instructional approaches are recommended by Zhang (2007). According to studies by 

Kearney and Graczyk (2013), there are many obstacles to tackling truancy, such as monetary issues, lack 

of knowledge, and inefficient school policies. But developing sound tactics requires a grasp of these 

difficulties. On the other hand, Malecki and Demaray (2006) assert that a vibrant and encouraging 

community is essential to reducing truancy rates. Research has shown that involvement in community 

programmes, mentorship, and collaboration with important stakeholders positively influence students' 

attendance at school. Lack of positive role models or the presence of negative peer groups can have an 

impact on truancy behaviours. In the same vein, society has a big part to play in preventing students’ 

truancy in school. The government, acting on behalf of society, ought to create an environment in schools 

that is as conducive to learning as possible. This could be accomplished by providing the labour and 

supplies required to create an inviting learning environment for students (Okwakpam & Okwakpam, 

2012). Anything to the contrary will be counterproductive and cause students to become indifferent in 

attending school.  

Despite the existence of numerous studies on truancy behaviour among secondary school students, most 

of these studies have predominantly centered on parental involvement or school environment. 

Surprisingly, there appears to be a lack of efforts in exploring the combined roles of parents and society 

in addressing truancy behaviour specifically in Ede North Local Government Area of Osun State, Nigeria. 

Thus, this current study aims to bridge this gap by examining the impact of parent and societal involvement 

on truancy behaviour. 

3. Methodology  

The study adopts a descriptive survey design. The population of the study comprises all public secondary 

school students in Ede North Local Government Area, Osun State. Ede North Local Government Area 

comprises six public secondary schools. All public secondary schools were selected using the total 

enumeration sampling technique (the total enumeration sampling technique was employed because Ede 

North LGA has a relatively small number of public secondary schools, with only six schools in total, 

making it feasible to include all of them in the study). A sample size of 420 students was selected from all 

six public secondary schools using a simple random sampling technique (the reason for adopting simple 

random sampling was to give equal change of being selected to all students). Seventy (70) respondents 

were selected from each of the six public secondary schools, making a total of 420 students. A self-

designed questionnaire was used for data collection, tagged “Students’ Questionnaire on Parental 

Involvement and Societal Factors on Truancy in Ede North Local Government Area, Osun State”. The 

questionnaire was developed based on a review of relevant literature and experts’ opinion. To ensure the 

validity of the instrument, the questionnaire was given to the experts in the field of education, and test and 

measurement. Based on their suggestions, some areas were modified before the questionnaire was 

administered. The collected data were analysed using descriptive statistics. 
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4. Results and Discussion  

This section presents the results and discussion emanated from data collected as follows: 

Table 1: Analysis on Students Response on Parental Involvement in Monitoring and Supporting their 

Children's School Attendance 

Description of items Agree (%) Disagree (%) 

My parents monitor my school attendance 191(45.47%) 229(54.52%) 

My parents communicate with the school 

regarding my attendance 

155(36.90%) 265(63.09%) 

My parents support my commitment to attending 

school regularly 

181(43.09%) 239(56.90%) 

My parents provide incentives or rewards to 

encourage my regular attendance 

143(34.04%) 277(65.95%) 

 
From Table I above, the study shows that 191 (45.47%) of the respondents agreed that their parents 

monitor their school attendance, while 229 (54.52%) of the respondents disagreed. From the collected 

data, 155 (36.90%) of the respondents indicate that their parents communicate with the school regarding 

their attendance, while 265 (63.09%) of the respondents show that their parents did not communicate with 

the school regarding their attendance. The finding of the study shows that 181 (43.09%) of the respondents 

agreed that their parents support their commitment to attending school regularly, while 239 (56.90%) of 

them disagreed; 143 (34.04%) of the respondents agreed that their parents provide incentives or rewards 

to encourage their regular attendance, while 277 (65.95%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement. 

Table 2: Analysis on Students Response on the Impact of Community Support and Engagement in 

Reducing Truancy Rates among Secondary School Students in Ede North Local Government Area 

Description of items Agree (%) Disagree (%) 

My community support and engage in combating 

truancy in my area 

41(9.76%) 379(90.23%) 

There are initiatives or programmes addressing 

truancy in my community 

- 420(100%) 

Community engagement plays a significant role in 

reducing truancy rates 

303(72.14%) 117(27.85%) 

 
The data analysis from the table above shows that 41 (9.76%) of the respondents agreed that their 

community supports and engages in combating truancy in their area, while 379 (90.23%) of the 
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respondents disagreed with the statement. The finding also reveals that all of the respondents disagreed 

that there are initiatives or programmes addressing truancy in their community; it shows that there is no 

initiative programme to combat the truancy rate in their community. The finding also shows that 303 

(72.14%) of the respondents agreed that community engagement plays a significant role in reducing 

truancy rates, while 117 (27.85%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement. 

Table 3: Analysis on Students Response on Barriers and Challenges faced by Parents and Society in 

Addressing Truancy in Ede North Local Government Area  

Description of items Agree (%) Disagree (%) 

Community or society factors such as crime, poverty, 

lack of resources contribute to truancy rate in my area 

363(86.42%) 57(13.57%) 

Lack of awareness among parents may result to the 

long-term consequences of truancy 

283(67.38%) 137(32.61%) 

There is provision for funding resources for truancy 

prevention initiatives in my community 

- 420(100%) 

There is lack of communication between my parents 

and schools regarding truancy issues 

333(79.28%) 87(20.71%) 

My parents have access to appropriate interventions or 

programme to address truancy 

51(12.14%) 369(87.85%) 

There is no collaboration and partnerships between 

schools, parents, and community organisation to 

address truancy in my area 

49(11.66%) 371(88.33%) 

Cultural or social norms hinder efforts to address 

truancy effectively 

377(89.76%) 43(10.23%) 

Socioeconomic status also have impact on students 

truancy rate in public secondary schools in my area 

377(89.76%) 43(10.23%) 

 
The table above shows that 363 (86.42%) of the respondents agreed that community or society factors 

such as crime, poverty, and lack of resources contributed to the truancy rate in their area, while 57 

(13.57%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement. 283 (67.38%) of the respondents agreed that 

there was lack of awareness among parents about the long-term consequences of truancy, while 137 

(32.61%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement. The finding also shows that none of the 

respondents agreed that there was provision for funding resources for truancy prevention initiatives in their 

community; 333 (79.28%) of the respondents agreed that there was lack of communication between their 

parents and schools regarding truancy issues, while 87 (20.71%) of the respondents disagreed. 
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The findings also indicate that 51 (12.14%) of the respondents agreed that their parents have access to 

appropriate interventions or programmes to address truancy, while 369 (87.85%) of them disagreed; 49 

(11.66%) of the respondents agreed that there was no collaboration and partnerships between schools, 

parents, and community organisations to address truancy in the study area, while 1 (88.33%) d disagreed 

with the statement. Finally, the finding reveals that cultural or social norms hinder efforts to address 

truancy effectively and that socioeconomic status also has an impact on student truancy rates in public 

secondary schools, as 377 (89.76%) of the respondents agreed and 43 (10.23%) disagreed, respectively. 

4.1 Discussion of Findings  

The study was undertaken to investigate the influence of parents and society in tackling truancy among 

secondary school students in Ede North Local Government Area. Questionnaire was administered to 420 

respondents. 

The first research objective was raised to examine the level of parental involvement in monitoring and 

supporting their children's school attendance. The study reveals that parents do not monitor the school 

attendance of their children. The study also shows that their parents did not communicate with the school 

regarding their children's attendance. The study therefore indicates that parental involvement in 

monitoring their children's attendance in school was low. The outcome of the findings may be as a result 

of variety of factors, including single parenthood, poverty, illiteracy, hectic schedules and work 

obligations, and lack of understanding about the value of monitoring. The study supports the findings of 

Currie (2009), who found that socioeconomic issues such as poverty and lack of educational resources 

could make it difficult for parents to keep an eye on their children's attendance. 

The second research objective was to assess the impact of societal factors, such as community support and 

engagement, on reducing truancy rates. The study reveals that the respondents’ community did not support 

and engage in combating truancy in their area. The study also shows that there are no initiatives or 

programmes to address truancy in their community. The study reveals that community engagement plays 

a significant role in reducing truancy rates. The study is in line with the findings of Malecki and Demaray 

(2006), who argue that a supportive and engaged community plays a vital role in reducing truancy rates. 

Research objective three was raised to investigate the barriers and challenges faced by parents and society 

in addressing truancy. The study reveals that community or society factors such as crime, poverty, and 

lack of resources, contributed to the truancy rate. The study also shows that lack of awareness among 

parents may result in the long-term consequences of truancy. The study is in consonance with the findings 

of Kearney and Graczyk (2013), which identify various barriers to addressing truancy, including economic 

factors, lack of awareness, and ineffective school policies. The study shows that there was no provision 

for funding resources for truancy prevention initiatives in their community; there was lack of 

communication between parents and schools regarding truancy issues; parents did not have access to 

appropriate interventions or programmes to address truancy; and there was no collaboration between 

schools, parents, and community organisations to address truancy in the study area. Finally, the finding 

reveals that cultural or social norms and socioeconomic status have an impact on students’ truancy rates 

in public secondary schools. The study is also in line with the finding of Sarkodie, Ntow-Gyan, Bempong, 
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and Saaka (2014) that peer influence, socioeconomic status, and place of residence were attributed to some 

children's reasons for skipping school. 

5. Conclusion and Recommendations 

Based on the responses gathered from the students’ questionnaire on parental involvement and societal 

factors affecting truancy in Ede North Local Government Area, the study reveals that parents are not 

actively involved in monitoring their children's school attendance or communicating with the school 

regarding their attendance. This low level of parental involvement contributes to increased truancy rates 

among secondary school students. However, many students indicate that they do not receive sufficient 

support from their parents in terms of encouraging regular school attendance. This lack of motivation and 

support from parents may further contribute to truancy issues. The study also reveals limited community 

support and engagement in addressing truancy. The study therefore concludes that the collaboration 

between parents and society is essential for reducing truancy among public secondary school students. 

Based on the conclusion of the study, the following recommendations are offered to address truancy 

among secondary school students in Ede metropolis and other area: 

It is encouraged that educational authorities and schools should organise parental awareness programmes 

to sensitise parents about the significance of monitoring their children's attendance and providing support.  

It is advised that schools, government agencies, and community organisations collaborate to plan and 

implement truancy-related initiatives such as awareness campaigns, workshops, and mentoring 

programmes to involve various stakeholders in tackling the issue collectively. 

The study finally suggests that parents and society-wide education programmes are needed to reduce 

truancy among secondary school students. 
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